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A judge is accorded a presumption of honesty and integrity, | and of being qualified, unbiased, and unprejudiced, for purposes 
of a motion to disqualify a trial judge.” Prejudice is not presumed.’ It is presumed that judges have the ability to make decisions 
based solely on the merits of the case’ and that a judge would not preside over a case where the judge's impartiality might 
reasonably be questioned.” The basis of this is that the law will not suppose a possibility of bias in a judge who is sworn to 


administer impartial justice and whose authority greatly depends upon that presumption.° 


Observation: 


Despite the presumption, where doubt exists as to a judge's interest in a case, that doubt should be resolved in favor of 


disqualification.’ 
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